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From the Desk of
Andre Johnson,
President/Chief
Executive Officer
Drug addiction is the elephant in the room that no one wants to
acknowledge. This practice of avoidance once slowed America’s
solution to drug abuse and is now pervasive in Africa.
I recently returned from a mission with Dr. Calvin Trent, Director of
the Bureau of Substance Abuse, and his USA Team, which was
commissioned to travel to the Motherland to assist with addiction
recovery programming in Tanzania including the island of Zanzibar.
Just as it once was and probably remains in some U.S. households,
most African parents refuse to acknowledge their children’s drug
abuse. In the short time I was there I came to understand that a
lot of the reason is based on religious beliefs.
Continued on Page 3

Detroit spreads the Recovery Message in Africa
“We have the responsibility to be committed to the cause of
addiction prevention, treatment and recovery, locally,
nationally and globally.”
More on Page 4
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DRP Awarded International Certification
Congratulations, Detroit Recovery Project, Inc.! The recovery services provider recently
received approval from the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF). This means that
DRP is in full compliance with international rules for behavioral health organizations.
CARF is a non‐profit group that gives official endorsement to agencies that provide rehabilitation,
employment and community services around the world. There are just 4,800 CARF‐accredited providers
serving five million people in the United States, Canada, and Europe.
“The CARF accreditation confirms the quality of our services,” said Andre Johnson, Detroit Recovery Project’s
President and Chief Executive Officer. “This achievement puts us on par with recovery service providers
around the globe.”
Like the CARF governing body, officials at DRP believe:
•
•
•

All people have the right to be treated with dignity and respect.
All people should have access to needed services that achieve optimum outcomes.
All people should be empowered to exercise informed choice.

DRP’s Unsung Hero

Michael Edward Johnson is in high demand in the recovery community and
Detroit Recovery Project, Inc. is fortunate to count him among its many
weapons against substance abuse.
This 55‐year‐old Detroit native is a motivational speaker, a life coach, a
substance abuse counselor, an award‐winning video producer, and will soon
add the title of author to his growing list of accomplishments. He is
currently working on his first book that studies the impact of addiction
counseling on counselors.
Mr. Johnson leads a weekly relapse prevention meeting at Herman Keifer
Health Complex attended by 400 recovering persons. He is celebrating 27
years of being clean and knows first hand the challenges of abstaining from
drugs and alcohol.
Mr. Johnson filmed his first instructional video series on the 12‐step recovery process in 1993 and marketed it
to prisons in New York and Michigan. Since that time,
2 he has traveled the country training prison staff
members and lecturing inmates on the recovery journey.
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From the Desk of Andre Johnson, Continued
For instance, in Zanzibar, the majority of the
population is of Muslim faith and is strictly
forbidden to use drugs or alcohol.
Nearly one percent of the population, or
10,000 residents, is infected with HIV/AIDS
from intravenous drug use and can’t find the
recovery help they need.
I met a 20‐year‐old man who practically
begged me to bring him back to the United
States. He had no idea that recovery is real. He
could not believe that people stay in recovery.
That young brother acknowledged the
elephant but didn’t know how to conquer it. In
order for us to help him and others who suffer
from addiction, we must look at it for what it is
– a sickness. We must identify the six‐ton beast
and help those held under its weight find the
tools to overcome it. That’s where DRP steps
in. We are committed to recovery and
advocating for those who travel the long but
rewarding road to a drug‐free lifestyle. We
understand that the disease of drug addiction
is not a moral deficiency but the result of
hopelessness. 
Cha

Spring/Summer 2008

How Can You Help Spread the Recovery
Message to Africa?
You too, can become a supporter of the recovery efforts
in Africa through monetary donations. For more
information on how you can help, please contact the City
of Detroit Department of Substance Abuse Prevention,
Treatment and Recovery at (313) 876‐4562 or the Detroit
Recovery Project Incorporated at (313) 876‐4048.
“Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own
needs by opening our mind to the unexplained worlds
occupied by the needs of others.” ~ Barbara Bush

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS
Andre Johnson
Fred Williams
Angela Williams
Michael Ragland
Olivia Wilson

Editor & Chief
Writer
Writer
Photography
Writer

DRP PEER SPECIALIST, Charles “HAPPY NEW DAY” Harris, RETIRES!
Charles Harris, known to all in the Recovery Community as “Happy New
Day” has been a dedicated volunteer turned staff member since 2003.
Known for his trademark saying, “Happy New Day!”, he has sponsored and
mentored countless numbers of recovering individuals as well as
individuals specializing in the field of substance abuse. As of July 2008, Mr.
Harris has retired from his role as a Peer Specialist for the Co‐Occurring
Peer Empowerment Program. He has contributed countless work hours
and personal time to the success of the COPE Program and its participants.
His infectious smile, joyful personality and his penchant for hard work for
the cause of recovery will be sorely missed. We wish him well as he begins
another wonderful phase of his life! For more information on the COPE
Program, contact Ms. Sonja Colbert at (313) 868‐0721.
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Detroit Spreads the Recovery Message in Africa
Pledges Help For Tanzania’s New Recovery Center
Detroit Recovery Project, Inc. is taking its brand of
recovery support across the seas to the Continent of
Africa. In March, President and Chief Executive Officer
Andre Johnson traveled to Tanzania, and its island nation
of Zanzibar, to provide technical and planning assistance
to recovery workers who face a ground swell of heroin
addiction and HIV/AIDS infection.
DRP’s involvement is part of a partnership with the
University of Chicago and the Great Lakes Addiction
Transfer Technology Center. They all fall under the
Dr. Trent (left) and Bernard (second from the left) tour site of
umbrella of USA Team, led by Detroit’s own Dr. Calvin
Zanzibar’s Psychiatric Facility.
Trent, Director of the Bureau of Substance Abuse, along
with Dr. Kanzoni Asabigi, Bureau Deputy Director and Dr.
Renee McCoy, Director of the AIDS program at the Detroit Department of Health and Wellness Promotion.
The group’s charge is formidable because in East Africa, drug addiction is treated as a mental illness without
the benefits of a 12‐step recovery process and recovery support. “Our job is to raise awareness of what
recovery is about and to replicate our model that we’ve built here in Detroit,” Mr. Johnson said. “We spent
time in a region of Africa that has become a hub for the shipment of heroin, resulting in high addiction rates
and instances of HIV/AIDS.”
As recovery is a new concept in Africa, there aren’t facilities available that deal solely with addiction recovery.
Dr. Trent and Mr. Johnson have personally committed to raise $5,000 (USD) to pay for the complete
renovation of a building in Zanzibar, which has been selected as the island’s first recovery center.
“In America we have an abundance of resources and in Africa there’s very little,” Dr. Trent said. “It’s important
that we use our best efforts to help those who have the least.” A recent study conducted by Zanzibar health
officials shows that of 508 injecting drug users 26 percent
were HIV‐positive, with another 22 percent suffering
from hepatitis C, and 15 percent from syphilis. On the
island of Zanzibar, HIV infection is less than one percent
of the population of one million residents and the
infection rate on mainland Tanzania is seven percent of a
population of 38 million, or 266,000 people.
“This is not one of those studies that can be shelved, the
burden is just too much,” said Dr. Mohammed Dahoma,
leader of the study. “Injecting drug use is a threat and is
one of the key drivers of the AIDS epidemic, and
Dr. Trent (right) discusses addiction recovery with Daudi.
particularly affects young people.”
4
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Love Detroit Youth Anti‐Drug Campaign Kicks Off In Detroit
The Love Detroit Youth Anti‐Drug Campaign
recently celebrated its inaugural kick‐off event at
Youthville Detroit attracting hundreds of
teenagers from around the city who are ready to
change the way their peers view substance abuse.

mansions because of their talent and want the youth
of today to dream big and do better things than sell
drugs.”
Love Detroit Youth Campaign officials are determined
to show the world that Detroit youth are doing
positive things and are ready to take back their
neighborhoods. Ms. Wilson asked the students, “Are
you with me?” In one unanimous voice they yelled,
“Yeah!”

This anti‐drug movement was created to combat
media images that glorify drug use. Anecdotal
evidence shows Detroit youth are bombarded by
images that depict beautiful and powerful people
smoking tobacco and consuming alcohol. The
campaign is made possible through a $500,000
federal grant awarded to Detroit Recovery Project,
Inc. (DRP).
“If these images are what’s reality for most of our
youth, then it’s our responsibility to expose them
to more than just smoking blunts and drinking
alcohol,” said Olivia Wilson, DRP Project
Coordinator. “The Love Detroit Youth Anti‐Drug
Campaign empowers teens to take control of their
environment and to have a voice on policies that
will ultimately shape their futures.”

Tiearra Brooks (far left), Darayle Mixon (back left), Deonico Mack.
Brandi Wilson (second to the right), Nina Washington (far right).
Photos by Michael Ragland.

Under the program, participating youth will learn
how to run media campaigns, produce television
commercials, create print materials, write press
releases and lobby lawmakers in Lansing for
stricter drug laws related to substance abuse.
Local radio personality SunShyne, from FM 98
WJLB, served as the mistress of ceremony and
offered teens a look into the lives of their favorite
performers. She shared with the group her
experiences with rap artists who “come into the
studio and can’t even answer questions right
because they are too high…”
Love Detroit Youth Street Team Members and WJLB’s Tiearra Brooks
(far left), Deonico Mack (back, second from left) Constance Jackson
(center) SunShyne (second from right) and Darayle Mixon (far left).

She encouraged participants to read between the
lines and know that rappers like Jay‐Z are no
longer “slanging in the ‘hood. They now live in
5
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Strengthening Recovering Families
Celebrates Spring Graduation
As George Bernard Shaw said, “Perhaps the greatest
social service that can be rendered by anybody to
this country and to mankind is to bring up a family.”
Detroit Recovery Project Inc.’s Strengthening
Recovering Families Program (SRFP) strives to
contribute to that supreme social service.
SRFP recently graduated its second class of families
for the 2007‐2008 year. Six households successfully
completed 13 weeks of intense training meant to
repair damage to and prevent further breaches in
the family structure caused by substance abuse.
The occasion, as with every SRFP event, was SRFP Faciliator, Donna Stamps‐Griffin (far left) congratulates the Rice
unforgettable. Steve Leonard, DRP Deputy Director, family on their accomplishment. Photo by Michael Ragland.
served as the emcee. He brought a folksy sense of
family to the event mixing his quick wit with fatherly wisdom to move the program along.
Denise Starr, Chief Administrative Officer of Compuware Corp., delivered the keynote speech. Her heart‐
rending personal story demonstrated why she is known as “the resident Miracle worker” of Compuware.
From the absolutely fabulous food, prepared by Frank’s Creative Catering to the engaging speaker for the
evening, the SRFP graduation was an overwhelming
success. Representatives on behalf of Detroit Mayor
Kwame Kilpatrick, Bureau of Substance Abuse Deputy
Director, Kanzoni Asabigi, and all five of the Detroit‐based
Michigan State Senators presented proclamations
honoring the graduating families.
If you or someone you know is interested in the
Strengthening Recovering Families Program
For more information, please contact:
LaDonna Jackson
(313) 579-5462 or email her at:
ljackson@detroitrecovery.org
We know that “it takes a village to raise a child.”

SRFP Facilitators Donna Stamps‐Griffin (backrow, far left) and
nd
LaDonna Jackson (2 right) celebrate the Routhier family. Photo
by: Michael Ragland.

We are your village.
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DRP Expands In NW Detroit

Celebrates 1st Year of New Outpatient Clinic
Detroit Recovery Project, Inc. recently recognized the one‐year anniversary of its new Comprehensive
Outpatient Behavioral Health Clinic for insured families and individuals.
Since its opening in May 2007, the treatment center has offered an array of services including, individual and
group substance abuse counseling, family counseling, marital counseling, and drunk driver prevention classes.
DRP officials established the center after they learned that many of Detroit’s professional citizens traveled
outside their communities to obtain adequate Behavioral Health services.
In order to meet their needs, DRP administrators developed the Comprehensive Recovery Services (CORS)
program that is staffed by psychiatrists, psychologists, and Master’s degree‐level social workers.
The Comprehensive Outpatient treatment center is open Monday thru Friday from 9 am to 8 pm; it is located
at 18954 James Couzens. Call (313) 864‐5304 for an appointment or for more information. Weekend
appointments are available.

INFORMATION CORNER
FREE HIV/AIDS TESTING
DAILY

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!!
DRP is looking for dedicated volunteers for the
following positions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Detroit Recovery Project Inc.
335 East Grand Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48207
For More Information, or for a Personal Appointment,
Couples Testing, or Prevention Strategies, please
Contact Sharon Boyd‐Booker @ 313.579.5462

Office Assistant
GED Instructors
Youth Program Assistant
Maintenance
Group Facilitator
Special Events Volunteers

We will provide you with ALL the tools to give back
what has been “freely given to you”!
For more information or to join our team, contact Ms.
Annette Williams at 313.579.5462.

You Can Contact the Detroit Recovery Project Incorporated at (313) 876‐4048 or www.detroitrecovery.org.
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DRP Upcoming Events
Join the Voices of Recovery Town
Relapse Prevention Workshops
Every Tuesday
Hall Meeting
6:00 p.m.‐8:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 11th
Department of Health and Wellness 4:00 p.m.‐8:00 p.m.
Promotions Basement
Charles H. Wright African American
1151 Taylor, Detroit 48202
Museum
315 East Warren
NEW Hepatitis Education &
Detroit, 48202
Prevention
DRP Radio Thon
Every Thursday
Saturday, September 27th
10:00 a.m.‐2:00 p.m.
335 East Grand Blvd.
12:00 p.m.‐12:00 a.m.
Detroit, MI 48207
Compuware World Headquarters
One Campus Martius
th
7 Annual Prayer Breakfast
Detroit, 48226
Wednesday, September 10th
10:00 a.m.‐12:00 p.m.
Recovery Stories Exhibit Reception
Fellowship Chapel
Thursday, September 25th
7707 W. Outer Dr.
12:00 p.m.‐2:00 p.m.
Compuware World Headquarters
Detroit, 48235
One Campus Martius
Detroit, 48226

Gorski Cenaps Relapse Prevention Training
Featuring Roland Williams
Friday, September 12th‐14th
Hotel St. Regis
3071 West Grand Blvd.
Detroit, 48202
Registration Required (20 CEU’s)
Live Poetry & Karaoke Evening
September 19th
5:00 p.m.‐8:00 p.m.
335 East Grand Blvd.
Detroit, 48207
7th Annual Warriors Award Dinner
Friday, September 26th
6:00 p.m.‐10:00 p.m.
Hotel St. Regis
3071 West Grand Blvd.
Detroit, 48202

 For additional information about any DRP events, or general information, contact Ms. Ann Glaspie at 313‐876‐4048.

Detroit Recovery Project Incorporated
1151 Taylor, Rm. 416‐C
Detroit, MI 48202
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